Introduction
Division VII provides a forum for astronomers studying the Milky Way Galaxy and its constituents. Several meetings directly relevant to his subject were held at the General Assembly 
Business Meeting
The brief Division business meeting was held on 7 August 2009. The president briefly described to those present the developments in the previous months. The suggestions for members of the new Board (see below) had already been approved by the outgoing Board via email as several of its members could not come to Rio. The Working Group on the Galactic Centre will be discontinued in the new triennium. 
New Division Board
The established practice of Division VII is for the Board to comprise the Presidents, VicePresidents and Past Presidents of Commissions 33 and 37. This process will be continued.
The past practice of the Division has been for the Presidency to alternate between Commissions 33 and 37 from one triennium to the next. Within these terms the new President would be from Commission 37. The new Board is therefore as follows:
• Giovanni Carraro (Italy, Vice-President Commission 37)
• Bruce G. Elmegreen (USA, President Commission 37)
